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Lord Ganesha idol Donations and Nirmalya
Collection

Agasti Arts, Commerce, and Dadasaheb Rupwate Science College, located in Akole,
Maharashtra, have dedicated themselves to serving the needs of society, particularly in the
tribal area where the college is situated. The college's motto, "Sahase Sreehi Prativasati,"
meaning "fortune favors the brave," reflects its commitment to nurturing individuals with
transformative potential and a resolute mindset.

At the core of the college's mission is its institutional social responsibility, which
focuses on social commitment and the enhancement of students' skills for sustainable
development and environmental protection within  the local community. With this
responsibility in mind, the college organized a program during Ganeshotsav, a festival widely
celebrated in Maharashtra.

Ganesh Chaturthi, also known as Vinayaka Chaturthi, marks the birth of Lord
Ganesha, one of the most revered deities in the Hindu pantheon. It is a time of great joy and
festivities, with elaborate decorations, traditional rituals, and the immersion of Ganesha idols
in water bodies. However, this joyful celebration often leads to severe environmental
consequences, particularly in the form of water and air pollution.

Traditionally, Ganesha idols are made of Plaster of Paris (POP), a non-biodegradable
material that takes a significant amount of time to dissolve in water. As a result. these idols
accumulate in water bodies, causing pollution and disrupting the delicate balance of aquatic
ecosystems. Additionally, the idols are often adorned with paints containing heavy metals
like lead and mercury, which further contribute to environmental degradation and pose health
risks.

To address these challenges and protect the environment during the festival, the
students of the National Service Scheme (NSS) department at Agasti College actively
participate in the 'Ganesh Visarjan' activity. They encourage the public to donate both public
and household idols at designated collection centers, emphasizing the importance of using
eco-friendly materials and promoting responsible practices.

In the Pravara riverbed, which runs through the town of Akole, a significant number
of Ganesha idols and Nirmalya (organic offerings) are immersed by devotees. Every year, the
NSS students diligently collect these idols and Nirmalya to prevent their harmful impact on
the water bodies. The collection efforts have been substantial, with hundreds of idols and
trolleys of Nirmalya collected each year, involving the participation of numerous students.
.(e.g., Volunteers collected 600 idols and 08 trolleys Nirmalya in 05" September 2017. Total
70 students are participated.23™ September 2018 our college NSS students collected 800
idols and 04 trolleys Nirmalya. Total 60 students are participated.)

The environmental impacts following Ganesh Murti Visarjan are significant and
multifaceted. Decoration materials disrupt the natural flow of water, while POP idols release




harmful chemicals that pollute the water and disrupt aquatic life. The paints used on the idols
contain heavy metals, posing serious health hazards and causing long-term environmental
damage. Organic waste, such as flowers, leaves, and garlands, increases the amount of
floating suspended matter in the water, affecting its quality. Furthermore, polythene bags and
plastic items leach harmful chemicals into the water, harming aquatic life and adding to the
overall pollution. The food offerings and diyas used during the festival contribute to the
water's oiliness, greasiness, turbidity, and unpleasant odour.

Immediately after immersion, the water quality in the river deteriorates significantly.
The oxygen levels drop by approximately 50%, while the acid levels rise alarmingly. As a
result, many fish and other aquatic species die, leading to further disruption of the ecosystem.
Additionally, the stagnant water becomes a breeding ground for mosquitoes, posing a health
risk to the surrounding communities.

In response to these challenges, the NSS students of Agasti College, Akole, take a
proactive approach by collecting the Ganesha idols and Nirmalya from the river basin and
handing them over to the Nagar Panchayat. To ensure proper disposal and efficient waste
management, a separate container is designated for the collection of organic offerings, which
can be utilized for composting. The idols and Nirmalya are treated with reverence by the
Nagar Panchayat, who bury them in a pit and utilize the organic materials to create compost.
This process not only reduces water pollution but also promotes sustainable waste utilization.

The NSS students of Agasti College have undertaken the crucial task of raising
awareness about the practice of immersing idols in artificial ponds as an eco-friendly
alternative. However, the introduction of this practice faced initial resistance from the public,
who favoured the immersion of idols in the river as a traditional practice. The NSS students
effectively addressed these concerns by educating the public about the deleterious effects of
idol immersion in the Pravara River. They emphasized the need to use non-POP Ganesha
idols and avoid plastic bags for the Nirmalya, thereby preventing river pollution and
promoting a more sustainable approach to the festival.

The commendable efforts of the NSS students, along with the support of the police,
Nagarpanchyat members, and local villagers, have garnered recognition and appreciation.
People willingly donated idols and Nirmalya, acknowledging the importance of
environmental protection and the significance of responsible actions.

Recognizing the impact and success of this initiative, the SPP University, Pune has
called for its implementation in all colleges, aiming to create a widespread movement
towards eco-friendly practices during festivals. By collecting and properly disposing of
organic materials released during Ganesh Visarjan, particularly in the Pravara River, this
activity significantly contributes to the prevention of water pollution and the preservation of
local water bodies. Furthermore, through various awareness programs, the NSS students of
Agasti College strive to instill a sense of environmental consciousness among the public,
encouraging responsible actions and fostering a cleaner and healthier environment for future

generations.




In conclusion, Agasti Arts, Commerce, and Dadasaheb Rupwate Science College,
Akole, have taken up the responsibility of serving the needs of society and promoting
sustainable development. Through their efforts during Ganeshotsav, they aim to mitigate the
adverse environmental impacts associated with the festival by encouraging the use of eco-
friendly materials and responsible practices. By collecting idols and organic offerings,
promoting waste management, and raising public awareness, the students of Agasti College
set a commendable example of how educational institutions can contribute to environmental

protection.
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Akole Taluka Education Socity’s

Agasti Arts, Commerce & Dadasaheb Rupwate Science College, Akole

Tal-Akole Dist- A. Nagar (422601).
Department of :- NSS
Activity Report :-2018-19

Activity Name

Ganesh Murti Visarjan

Date

23 Sept. 2018

Organized by

N.S.S. Dept.

Activity for

Activity for Students

about activity

Type of Regular Activity during in Academic Year 2018-19

Activity

Objectives Stop Water Pollution of River.

Brief A Large number of Ganesha idols and Nirmalya are immersedﬁgy
Information devotees in Pravara river bed. This causes pollution of the river bed.

On This occasion volunteers collected 800 idols & 04 trolleys
Nirmalya.

Outcomtes This initiative succeeded in stopping water pollution.

No.of Students | g0

Report Organize for Student on 23 Sept. 2018 on &oO Student participated.
Attachments Photos, Presenty
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NSS Team with adopted idols of Shri Ganpati

Grownesh Muri VIS aylan 20 \§-2919
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